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to the Chamber pf Deputies to abrogate the
Concordat.1 In 1896 the proposal received 152
votes. In 1902 several proposals were made,
sustained by 191 votes; and in 1904 the Sep-
aratists mustered 232 votes.2 Independently of
the events in Rome, public opinion was moving
rapidly; MM. de Pressense, Hubbard, Florens,
Reveillaud, and Grosjean with Berthoulat had
presented projects of separation before the
Chamber of Deputies in 1903. Deputy Senac
proposed a similar law in 1904, which was fol-
lowed by the final Bill of Separation in 1905.

The disruption was "inevitable/* says M.
Chaigne.3 It was no new issue, though the acts
of the Vatican had hastened its realisation. The
clericals resorted to all kinds of manoeuvres to
secure its postponement, but even the overthrow
of M. Combes did not help them. Those who
had considered the separation impossible4 now
changed their mind. The debates reached a
high degree of elevation. The bill was dis-
cussed brilliantly and eloquently during forty-
eight daily or nightly sessions. Both sides had
a profound sense of the vastness of the issues
of the law. Both displayed uncommon powers

1 R&veillaud, La Separation des fylises et de I'ttat, p. 134.

2 Narfon, ibid., p. xxvii.

3 Chaigne, Menus propos, etc., p. 100.

* Gayraud, op. c&., p. 71; E^veillaud, op. tit., pp. 186, 304.